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From left to right: Marlyn, sister in law of Sr. Jocelyn, Marvin, Sr. Gemma, Casey  
Jenny, Michelle, and Danniery 

 
The year 2025 is coming to an end, and we are entering 2026. It has been a good 
year for Kids to School (KtS). Thanks to the support of many, KtS has once again 
helped 30 young people continue their studies and build a future.  
In this newsletter, we give a prominent place to eight Philippinos who were able to 
pursue studies through KtS and are now actively shaping their future. Chair Ans 
Groener will report on her visit to  the Philippines this summer. Alumni Jenny 
presents the report on the student day.  
Three young people, one from Kenya and two from Tanzania, were admitted to the 
program in September. They are introduced. This newsletter also includes the 
story of Elijah and part three of the alumni survey.  
Don't forget to read Josphine's column.  
 
Kids to School wishes you a peaceful and happy 2026.  
 
I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter, Ans Groener 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kids2school.info/


 

 

 

REPORT OF THE STUDENT DAY in the Philippines, written by former 

student Jenny 
Visit of the KtS President from the Netherlands to the scholarship students in the 
Philippines, July 26, 2025, St. Dominic Orphanage, Molo, Iloilo City.  
On a sunny Saturday morning, July 26, 2025, a special gathering took place at the 
St. Dominic Orphanage in Molo, Iloilo City. The occasion was both joyful and 
meaningful: a long-awaited visit by Mrs. Ans Groener, president of KtS. Ans 
Groener had come from the Netherlands to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
The Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary of the Philippines and to 
personally meet the Filipino scholarship students during this celebration. 
Members of the Dominican Sisters' congregation have been essential to the 
launch and continued existence of KtS. Sr. Jocelyn Pecto was one of the founders 
of KtS, and members of the congregation have been involved in KtS's activities in 
Kenya and the Philippines since its inception in 2009. They are responsible for the 
financial operations in these countries and, along with other volunteers, act as 
mentors for the students.  
The atmosphere was warm and welcoming as the scholarship students gathered 
in the orphanage's hall. Many were visibly enthusiastic; for most, this was the first 
time they had met the woman whose vision and generosity had opened the doors 
to their education. The meeting was chaired by Ans Groener herself, who began 
by expressing her joy at finally being able to visit the Philippines and meet the 
students in person. The highlight of the meeting was the session in which 
students, both current and former, shared their personal stories. Each story 
testified to resilience, determination, and deep gratitude. 
Michelle, 25 yrs, is a KtS alumnus, she was sponsored from Sept.2018 till and 
Nov.2021. Currently she works as a virtual assistant. After graduating, she worked 
in a call center before transitioning to her current online career. She is the 
breadwinner for her family, single, and proud to have built her own home. She 
even manages a small pineapple plantation, a sign of her growing independence. 
Michelle spoke emotionally, saying the scholarship was a turning point that gave 
her opportunities she could only have dreamed of.  
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Casey, the current scholarship recipient, is studying information technology. She 
has been sponsored since December 2024 and is currently in her second year of 
studies. She spoke about her family's financial struggles and how, as the only 
child of a single mother, she felt a heavy responsibility to help. Before receiving 
the scholarship, she worked part-time during high school to cover her tuition. She 
described the scholarship as a lifeline that not only provided her with financial 
support but also renewed hope for a better future.  

Marvin, 30 yrs, was sponsored between November 2011 and April 2013. He 
graduated in marine engineering. He worked hard during his training on ships 
sailing between the various islands and discovered that the man-made world of 
the navy wasn't for him. He took jobs as a service employee in 7-Eleven stores. 
After two years, he went to work for the local government as an assistant to a 
medical technologist. He is now part of the municipality's business sector. Marvin 
thanked the foundation for the support, it gave him to stand on his own two feet. 
In November he passed his civil service exam to secure a stable job with the 
government. 

Danniery, 35 yrs, was sponsored by Ans, among others, before the foundation of 
KtS. He graduated in Maritime Engineering and expressed his sincere gratitude for 
the support during his training. He once worked as a department head at City 
Hardware and is now married to a civil servant. Together they are building a life for 
their growing family. 

Jenny was sponsored from June 2013 to September 2016 and subsequently 
graduated with honors. She teaches at a Philippino-Chinese school. Before 
entering the teaching profession, she worked as a virtual assistant and English 
communication specialist. Married to a sailor, she remains the family's 
breadwinner and even pays for her sibling's education. At 28, she is in the 
process of purchasing a house, a milestone she proudly attributes to the 
opportunities afforded by the scholarship.  

Ryan was unable to attend the student day. He had been sponsored by KtS from 
September 2022 to January 2024 for a bachelors in Criminology. He dropped out 
early due to family circumstances. 

After the scholarship students' testimonies, Ans Groener shared her own story of 
helping scholarship students, not only in the Philippines, but also in Kenya and 
Tanzania. She emphasized that education is the most powerful tool for breaking 
the cycle of poverty and spoke of her belief that investing in the education of 
young people is investing in the future of communities and countries. Sister 



Gemma, the Philippine representative of KtS, also spoke about her role in 
selecting deserving scholarship students. She works full-time at the orphanage, 
where she currently leads the accreditation process. In addition to her 
administrative duties, she is deeply involved in humanitarian work: she cares for 
ten adopted children at the orphanage, organizes feeding programs in local 
communities, and provides medical assistance to those in need. Her dedication 
is a testament to the foundation's values of service and compassion. Before the 
meeting concluded, Ans Groener introduced other scholarship students from 
Kenya and Tanzania through the KtS website www.kids2school.info. She 
emphasized that while the foundation's reach spans continents, the stories and 
dreams of the scholarship students are universally inspiring. 

 
The meeting ended with a shared lunch, giving participants and the foundation's 
leaders the opportunity to connect in a relaxed atmosphere. Smiles, laughter, and 
genuine conversation filled the room, making it an unforgettable day for all 
present. This visit by Ans Groener was more than just a formal gathering; it was a 
celebration of success stories, a reaffirmation of the foundation's mission, and a 
reminder of the power of education to transform lives. For the participants, 
meeting the chair in person strengthened their sense of connection with a global 
family that believes in their potential. By the end of the day, one thing was clear: 
the seeds planted by KtS have grown into strong, determined individuals who are 
now making their mark on the world, and the visit by Ans Groener from the 
Netherlands was a wonderful reminder of the connections and dedication that 
make this transformation possible. 

 

REPORT BY THE CHAIR, Ans Groener, on her visit to the Philippines. 



Five of the eight students we have supported in the Philippines since 2012 
attended the student day in Iloilo. The island celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
The Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary of the Philippines. Sr. Jocelyn 
Pecto, one of the founders of KtS, was a member of this congregation. This 
congregation also has a seat in Loitokitok, Kenya, and one of the sisters there is 
normally responsible for payments. Currently this is Sr. Joan. 

         

I spent a week in Iloilo and experienced many of the festivities which took place 
over five days. The congregation is active in education, and celebrations were 
planned for the sisters' families, the teaching staff, and collaborating groups, 
including the group in Loitokitok, Kenya. I met and reconnected with many sisters 
during this week. The food was interesting and delicious. An overnight stay at the 
orphanage was arranged for me. That was a wonderful experience enjoyed both 
by the children, aged 6 to 13, and myself. 

                    

The homes of the two students who were not able to come to the Student day and 
the home of Sr. Milaluna determined my further journey. 

     

Sr. Mila, a member of the Carmelite Missionaries congregation, was willing to 
take over her duties in Kenya after the unexpected departure of Sr. Jocelyn Pecto 
in 2009, and she has done so for over seven years. She now lives in Manila  where  



she is active in the Carmelite Philanthropic Development Office as director. This 
group of about six sisters lives in the heart of a poor neighborhood and is involved 
in a variety of development projects, from youth to the elderly, from the 
environment to natural disasters, and everything in between. 

              

Meryshel also lives in Manila. She was sponsored in 2017 and graduated with 
honors in Business Administration, majoring in Financial Management. Shortly 
after graduating, she found a job with the Department of Labor. She then studied 
law and now works as a lawyer at a firm in Bonifacio Global City, Manila's most 
modern business district. I visited her there. She plans to marry a sailor and will 
return to Iloilo to start her own practice. 
 
John lives in Daanbantayan on the island of Cebu. Cebu is the island where the 
Portuguese first landed in 1521, followed by the Spanish in 1565. Philip II of Spain 
named this large archipelago the Philippines. John was sponsored by KtS 
between 2018 and 2022, studied English, and graduated magna cum laude. He 
first worked at a private school and has been working at his own high school since 
June 2025. This is a government job, and for him, it means better pay and security. 
We visited the school together. The month of food was just ending there, with 
dance, song, and beautiful clothing made from various vegetables. 

   

John's family lost their homes in a major flood in 2013, and the six of them now 
live in a two-bedroom house. John is the breadwinner for the family and pays for 
his two younger brothers' education. 



   

The hospitality and support of the people I met during my trip were immense. Thanks to 
their university education, the students truly had the opportunity to build their lives. I 
feel that a university education here truly is the bridge to a better job.

 

NEW STUDENTS in 2026

From left to right: Daudi (Kenya), Leah (Tanzania) and Salim (Tanzania) 

Daudi (born in 2010) is the third child in a family of five. The family suffered 
greatly during the last drought; all their livestock died. The father is now trying to 
earn some money by mining sand, and the mother by making beads. The parents 
are very interested in their children's education. So far, they've been successful 
with the help of many people. A major risk is that children are regularly expelled 
from school because there isn't enough money to cover the costs, which affects 
their grades. This is also Daudi's problem, which is why Muriet, one of the 
mentors, introduced him as a new student. He has been sponsored by KtS since 
September 2025. He is in the second year of secondary school.  

Leah (born in 2005) has two older sisters. Her mother died at a young age. Her 
father, a teacher, passed away when she was a teenager. Leah lives with her 
grandmother. Leah attended the Steven Tito Academy, the primary school 



affiliated with the Baobab Home, and graduated at the end of 2018. KtS 
subsequently awarded her a scholarship to attend boarding school for secondary 
school. Secondary school is free in Tanzania. In 2022, she completed secondary 
vocational education (O-level) with excellent grades. Through a rigorous selection 
process, Leah received a scholarship from the Cornerstone Academy, where she 
completed pre-university education (A-level) in late 2024. She has been 
sponsored by KtS since November 2025. She is currently studying for a Bachelor's 
degree in Sociology at the University of Dar es Salaam. This program lasts three 
years.  

Salim (born in 2002) is the youngest in a family of three. He lives with his mother 
in Bagamoyo. His mother earns a living from farming. His father earns too little to 
contribute to his education. Salim attended the Steven Tito Academy, the primary 
school affiliated with the Baobab Home, and graduated in late 2018. KtS 
subsequently awarded him a scholarship to attend boarding school for 
secondary school. Secondary school is free in Tanzania. In 2022, he completed 
his studies at the intermediate vocational education (O-level ) level. Through a 
rigorous selection process, Salim received a scholarship from the Cornerstone 
Academy, where he completed his pre-university education (A-level) in 2024. He 
has been sponsored by KtS since November 2025. He is studying for a Bachelor's 
degree in Business Administration, which he can combine with a minor in Interior 
Design at the University of Mbewa. This program lasts three years. 

 

The STORY of a GRADUATE, Elijah was sponsored from Sept 2017 to 
Nov 2025. 

Elijah grew up in a polygamous family of 18 children in 
a rural area without electricity. His parents never 
attended school. He was raised in a close-knit family 
where cooperation and responsibility were 
paramount. As one of the oldest children, Elijah 
learned early on the importance of caring for others 
and taking the lead. He began school at age five and 
later thrived in secondary school, where he built close 

friendships and discovered a passion for mathematics. When he faced 
challenges, the guidance of his mentor, Alice, helped him regain his confidence 
and succeed, a prime example of how mentorship and support can make a 
lasting difference. After high school, Elijah continued his studies in Medical 
Laboratory Science at Meru University. His University years broadened his skills 



and outlook, particularly during his industrial attachement. He graduated in 
2025, after completing a research project at the Meru Teaching and Referral 
Hospital. Elijah joined the KtS program in 2017 and was supported throughout 
eight years of education. Today, as a graduate, he dreams of giving back by 
helping vulnerable students access education. His message to current students 
is simple: "Do your best; you're privileged to be sponsored by KtS." 
 

 

 

 

ALUMNI SURVEY REPORT Alumni Speak Out: The Impact of Kids to 

School Sponsorship on Family and Community Afterward 
In the coming newsletters, 23 former students from the Kids to School program 
will share their experiences and how the sponsorship has influenced their lives. 
In this edition, we highlight the impact of the program on the families and 
communities of our alumni.  

More than a diploma: broader impact on family and community 
Sponsorship through Kids to School goes far beyond earning a diploma. Alumni 
report that their education has not only helped them progress personally, but has 
also had a direct, positive effect on their families and communities. Thanks to 
their education, alumni have gained greater financial stability. This enables 
them to support their households, improve living conditions, and cover school 
fees for siblings or other relatives. Many parents experience less financial stress 
as a result. The impact also reaches beyond the family. Nearly all alumni say their 
education contributes to the development of their communities in various ways:  

• They serve as role models for young people, encouraging them to pursue 
education. 

• They share knowledge through mentorship and awareness sessions on 
topics like drug prevention and environmental care. 

• Through volunteer work and local initiatives, they help improve their 
surroundings.  

• They offer practical support using their professional skills — from legal 
advice to technical expertise. 
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• Some organize fundraising efforts to support vulnerable groups with basic 
needs or educational materials. 

These outcomes highlight that every investment in education through Kids to 
School has a far-reaching effect — on families, on communities, and on the 
future. 

 

COLUMN Josphine 

I am a proud young graduate of Moi University with a degree 
in Human Resource Management. In my previous column in 
the KtS Newsletter in July 2025, I wrote about the traumatic 
experience of being a young person in Kenya when looking for 
a job. This column is about navigating life as a single mother 
with a 6-year-old son in a competitive and skills-based job 
market. Like many young women in Kenya, I left campus with 
big dreams of working in an office, managing people, and 

building a career that complemented my qualifications. But the realities of the 
job market quickly humbled me. Initially, I worked as a temporary cleaner in a 
home furnishings store, earning just 100 shillings (70 Euro cents) a day. It was far 
from the HR career I had envisioned, but it was honest work. Every day, I swept 
floors, dusted fabrics, and reminded myself that dignity lies not in the size of the 
salary, but in the effort behind it. Slowly, I began to learn. I watched the tailors, 
asked questions, and eventually mastered the machines. Today, I sew curtains, 
mosquito nets, and pillows. The salary is modest, but it supports me and my 
child. Being a single mother with a college degree adds an extra layer of 
challenge. Employers often hesitate to hire women like me, assuming family 
responsibilities will weigh us down. Yet, it's precisely those responsibilities that 
fuel my determination. I wake up early, make breakfast, and walk to work with 
hope in my heart. In the evening, I go home and cook ugali and sukuma wiki (corn 
porridge with a type of spinach), and I laugh with my child, even if the day has 
been tough. The struggle isn't just for single mothers, but for young people in 
general. I have a male friend who graduated from the same institution with me, 
the same year. His name is Allan. He holds a bachelor's degree in law. Before 
completing his postgraduate diploma to qualify as a lawyer, he decided to look 
for a law firm in the city to pursue. He couldn't find an opportunity. I suggested he 
come work with us in our interior design shop. While working, he met a client who 
wanted him to help mend curtains. That client happened to be the vice 
chancellor of a university in Kisumu, Kenya. During that meeting, he built a 
relationship with the client, who later referred him to the law firm responsible for 
the university's legal affairs. That's how he succeeded. My journey isn't just about 
struggle. It's about resilience. It's about showing that even when the doors of the 



HR office remain closed, a woman can forge her own path and still dream boldly. 
My message to you graduates, and more specifically, single mothers who happen 
to be graduates and are facing similar challenges and are on the verge of giving 
up: Please keep pushing forward relentlessly. Your situation is not unique. You 
didn't come this far for nothing. Your light is about to come back on. Remember 
to put God first in everything you do, and you'll surely get there. 
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